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McGinn PTA
Formal Meeting Minutes: Approved 11/2/22
Wednesday, September 21st, 2022 at 7:00pm

Establishing a Quorum: See sign in sheet

Call to Order: 7:02pm

Approval of Minutes:

Review of previous meeting minutes for approval. Nicole Sharkey noted that in June the PNC Bank
required that exiting and incoming executive board members officially sign off/sign on to their positions.
An addendum to June’s Formal meeting is included with the signatures of the incoming officers who can
sign checks (Susan Pastir and Nicole Sharkey) and outgoing officers (Janelle Timbie and Rameshwari
Kharde). He also requested more formal headings on our documents: including contact information and
the names of the Board and a copy of the agenda as well (we only had the Minutes printed with us). We
were able to give him everything he requested while we were there.

Susan Pastir: Can I get a motion to approve the meeting minutes from June’s General Membership
Meeting?

Motion: Rosalina Walter
Seconded: Dara Eisenstein
All in Favor?
Anyone Opposed? (no)
The motion is passed.

Susan Pastir: Can I get a motion to approve the meeting minutes from June’s Formal Meeting?

Motion: Nicole Sharkey
Seconded: Lauren Murphy
All in Favor?
Anyone Opposed? (no)
The motion is passed.

Susan Pastir: Can I get a motion to approve the meeting minutes from September’s General Membership
Meeting?
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Motion: Rosalina Walter
Seconded: Dara Eisenstein
All in Favor?
Anyone Opposed? (no)
The motion is passed.

Principal’s Report: Dr. Sasha Slocum

“Diversity is about all of us and about us having to figure out how to walk through this world
together.” - Jacqueline Woodson

“The ability to reach unity in diversity will be the beauty and the test of our civilization.” -
Mahatma Gandhi

I. WELCOME to the 2022-23  School Year!!!
II. CONGRATULATIONS on a Great Opening! Students, Parents and Teachers

III. Let’s CELEBRATE the 2022 National Blue Ribbon award! Thank you to our families, students and staff for
making it possible!

IV. NEW and RETURNING STAFF MEMBERS
A. Mrs. Taylor Gregory, First Grade Teacher
B. Mrs. Jayne Hiel, Second Grade Teacher
C. Ms. Colleen Clancey, Special Education Teacher
D. Ms. Samantha Gropen, Third Grade Teacher
E. Mr. Kenneth Lam, Fourth Grade Teacher
F. Ms. Amanda Weiner, School Psychologist
G. Ms. Linda Klehm, Classroom Aide
H. Mrs. Maria Baiada, Classroom Aide
I. Mrs. Helen Jacobs, Classroom Aide
J. Mr. Luke Zinsky, Lunch/General Aide
K. Teacher Renee Garzullo, Art Teacher

V. SPECIAL THANKS to the Whole McGinn Community!
A. Johnnie Riddick, Keith Cadogan, Giovanni Fornino
B. Neelambari Save, Cheryl Ward and Heather Ballestero
C. The PTA for preparing us with homework folders, subscriptions, agendas, Scholastic Dollars - and the most

beautiful Welcome Back luncheon!
E.     Teachers for a fabulous kickoff to the year!
Additional thanks for the sign up genius that is collecting snacks for the Nurse’s Office. Dr. Slocum said she was
so appreciative that this has started up again (last year was the first year of collecting water/snacks).
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VI.  CURRICULUM
A. Back-to-School Night was well-attended and so beautifully positive! Families seemed giddy in the halls!
B. Socio-Emotional Learning - Morning meeting
C. Curriculum - Back to grade level expectations

a. Everyday Math curriculum
b. Teacher's College Readers and Writers Workshop
c. FOSS  experiments
d. Social Studies

D. Assessments - NJStart Strong, District Assessments, MAP, COGAT
E. Hispanic Heritage Month – September 15 – October 15

VII. TECHNOLOGY
A. All teachers have Google Classrooms To post assignments.
B. All students are moving to iPads
C. Use of technology will be sparing
● Dara Eisenstein mentioned that she was glad (referencing that use will be sparing)  because she knows a lot

of parents who want their kids to learn to read with books, not screens.
● Concerns were brought up about bringing the computers/ipads back and forth to school each day. Especially

given that students had to bring them to extra locations like AfterCare.
● Another parent asked whether Epic would be available after 3pm or would it just be available during school

hours. Dr. Slocum said she would check, but likely 3pm cut off. The parent said she didn’t mind paying for an
“after school” account, but wanted to be able to link the account to her child’s established one.

VIII. FAMILY COMMUNICATION
A. Google Classroom, McGinn Website, Seesaw, Teacher Newsletters

Dr. Slocum noted the district is maintaining Google Classroom which will help in the event a student has a
long-term absence. And that they would be ready to go virtual if need be.

B. Swiftk12.org School Communications, PTA eblast, Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
C. McGinn/District  Code of Conduct
● Be Kind * Be Responsible
● Be Helpful      * Be Safe
● Be Fair            * Be Respectful

IX. SCHOOL COMMUNITY COMMITTEES
A. School Climate  Committee - HIB training and planning, School Culture
B. Health and Wellness Committee - Plan events, such as fitness days and PE Week
C. McGinn Gardens Committee - We will start to meet once a month.
D. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee - Assess how we are including all families and students and

design programs
E. School Improvement Panel (SCIP) - Works on GEOY and PD and school/district improvement goals
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X. MISCELLANEOUS
A. School pictures went well. If your child needs to retake a picture or needs one, you can go to Reflections

Studio in Scotch Plains.
B. Start with Hello Week has tied in nicely with our Schoolwide Morning Meeting.
C. Emergency Drills - We had our first one yesterday.
D. Ms. Cecchini and Ms. Fuerst are administrative interns
E. Job opportunities - We need substitutes and lunch aides  and welcome your participation!
F. Halloween is October 31st

President’s Report: Susan Pastir
We’ve had a great start to the school year thanks to the hard work of our PTA board and our dedicated
parent volunteers!  On September 1st we welcomed close to one hundred new McGinn families at our
new student Scavenger Hunt. Since then a record number of parents have registered to become PTA
members within the first two weeks of school. We hosted a welcome back luncheon for the McGinn
teachers and staff during the second week of school.  We are happy to report that our Mums and Fall
Apparel Sales exceeded our expectations. Our fourth grade activities committee team has been busy
meeting over the summer to devise a theme, budget and t-shirt. Consent forms and a volunteer signup
went out to fourth grade families on September 18th. School Pictures have also gotten off to a great start
this week as we were able to bring back class group pictures.

We had our first PTA General Meeting on September 15th at Back-to-School night where we voted to
approve the financial review for the 2021-2022 school year, the budget for the 2022-2023 school year and
our standing rules for the 2022-2023 school. The standing rules were amended to have one VP of
Fundraising elected with the group A officer cohort for a two year term and one VP of Fundraising
elected with the group B officer cohort for a two year term. We welcomed Ana Mota as our new VP of
Fundraising!.

On Friday, September 16th we had beautiful weather to host our annual Party on the Blacktop. Over eight
hundred McGinn community members attended this much anticipated event. The party came hours after
the announcement that McGinn had been named a National Blue Ribbon School!

In other news, the PTA is proud to have raised funds to provide the following for our students this year:

o Assignment Pads for all fourth grade students
o Green McGinn homework folders for all students
o Scholastic flyers and Time for Kids provided for grades K-4

Upcoming Events to note:
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● Our FIRST Lego League Robotics program will soon begin its second full year at McGinn. The
League is a non-competitive international robotics program where students work together to
design, build, and code motorized LEGO models and create a poster related to their research of
the yearly theme. Robots and projects will be displayed at Super Science Saturday so they can be
shared with the school community. This year we have added another team for a total of three
teams, creating eighteen spots for third and fourth grade students. We will be looking to utilize
high school volunteers to assist our parent team leaders.This will allow all students to apply for a
spot on one of the three teams regardless of their parents’ ability to volunteer at the after school
program. We are looking for parent volunteers to assist with this.

● Our Kindergarten Picnic has been rescheduled from Monday, September 19th to Monday,
October 3rd due to inclement weather.

● Our garden and beautification committee met and came up with a schedule for garden
maintenance. We had fourteen mums donated to the beautification committee by McGinn
families, more than doubling our budget.

● We are bringing back Sharing Lunches this year. Our first Sharing Lunches date will be Tuesday,
October 4th.

● We will be hosting a Week of Respect Assembly on October 4th with BMX bikers on the
blacktop.

● The Color Run and new Fall Festival will be held at McGinn on Friday, October 14th. We
currently have close to two hundred students signed up. We will be looking for parent volunteers
to assist in running the field games.

● Our annual Author Visit will be hosted on Monday, December 5th with author, Lesa
Cline-Ransom. Families will have an opportunity to purchase books autographed by Ms.
Cline-Ransom.

● We will begin our call for Variety Show Directors during the first week of December.

Future Events Being Planned:
● We are working on bringing Lego Club back. Lego Club is open to all children in grades K-4. We

will be looking to create a schedule and a signup genius for parent volunteers.
● On Saturday, December 3rd we hope to host our first Hot Cocoa with Flame. We will have

refreshments in the MPR and multicultural crafts in the Gym representing holidays from around
the world.

● We will be looking for Lego Club and Hot Chocolate with Flame chairs. The Flame event will
feature 4 different holidays and, therefore, are looking for 4 different chairs.

● We have also begun the early stages of planning for our parent social that will be held on Friday,
February 24th, 2023.
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Possible New Committees:
● DEI Committee
● Grant Writing Committee

Our next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 2nd at 7:30 in the media center.

Treasurer’s Report: Rosalina Walter

(See separate spreadsheet)
Rosalina asked Committee Chairs to please note use the PTA paypal account but to see her and she will
cut a check for any expenses.

Rosalina said that since the return of Sharing Lunches was a late addition, it will be found under
“miscellaneous” in the budget.

Vice President of Fundraising’s Report: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota

McGinn T-shirt and Magnet Sale @New Student Scavenger Hunt
Received $215 in profit from sale.

We haven’t sold T-shirts and magnets at this event before. Since the McGinn Apparel sale
delivers after the first spirit day at school, it makes sense to continue to do this in future years.
We will set up a table to sell these items at Kindergarten Orientation in the Spring too.

 
McGinn Magnets & Blanket sale @POTB:
Received $49 in profit from sale.
 
Fall 2022 Spirit Apparel
Chair: Jenn Weckstein 
Sale closed 9/19. Received $646 in profit from sale.

Fall 2022 School Photos
Chairs: Sara Taner & Lisa Marcus
School photos were held on 9/19 & 9/20. Class photos were a hit since we haven’t had them for
two years.

Fall 2022 Mum Sale 
Chairs: Vikki Lamela & Marisa Muzyka
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Received $811.25 in profit from sale; mums to be picked up next Friday, 9/30
 
October 2022 Pretzel Sale
Our pretzel sale just opened last Sunday and we already sold 1060 pretzels. Sale will close on
Friday, 9/30. Pretzels will be picked up on 10/7.
 
2022 Fall Fun Color Run
Chairs: Dina Lindner with Jamie Glickman
Registration is open and we are excited to add the Haunted Hustle to the race. Students will not
only have the opportunity to run but will also be able to play carnival-like games. To date, we
have received $4700.00 in sales with registration to close for shirts on 9/21 and for individual
registration and snack bags to close on September 30th. The run takes place on 10/14.
 
Fall 2021 Scholastic Book Fair
Dawn Weinstein has a new co-chair who is Alli Kagan.  The fair will take place from November
15th - 17th.

Dr. Slocum confirmed that there will be after school and evening sales.
 
Amazon Smile
Received $198.03 donation from Amazon Smile charity program.
  
Box Tops
Chair: Jenn Weckstein 
Raised $81.50 from the Box Tops submission since July 2022. Any clipped Box Tops need to be
brought to the mailbox outside of McGinn by. 

Vice President of Programming’s Report: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari

PAST EVENTS:

New Student Scavenger Hunt - The New Student Scavenger hunt was held on Thursday, September 1st
from 2:15-3:15pm. It was a great opportunity for new students and families to become familiar with the
various landmarks in the school, sign up for the PTA eBlasts, MobileArq and to meet Dr. Slocum.
Bandaids and green personalized pencils with McGinn Elementary were given out.

First Day of School - We hired Instayardgrams, lawn sign company, for the first day of school for the
students to take pictures as they walk into school. One for the front of the school main entrance and one
for the back by door 9.
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Party on the Blacktop - Our annual POTB was Sept 16th at 6:30pm. Jenn Kutchinksi was the chair. We
had a little over 830 attendees. The movie was Sing 2, families ordered from Fabio’s Bistro, Hershey’s
Deli, and Max’s. Kona Ice Truck and Chillin’ Out Ice Cream Truck were dessert trucks. Summit Soundz
was the DJ,  Swank for the licensing. We used Jobs4Blue for a second PO, along with Officer Tom.

Kindergarten Picnic - The kindergarten picnic was postponed to Monday, October 3rd b/c of rain on
September 19th. Kinder families are invited to enjoy a picnic dinner outside of McGinn on the main
entrance to mix and mingle with other families. The 4th grade parents graciously donated desserts by
signing up on a sign up genius sent out a few weeks ago.

PTA Reflections Art Program - Kicked off the week of Sept 12th. Mary Athungal is the chair.
Students can create and submit original works of art in the areas of dance, choreography, photography,
and visual arts in this cultural arts competition. The theme this year is “Show Your Voice”. Deadline for
submission is Nov 15th.

Future Events:

Week of Respect - McGinn’s Week of Respect will run from Monday, October 3rd through Friday,
October 7th. We will continue to place an emphasis on practicing kindness with various suggested
activities planned throughout the week.

Assembly - We are so excited to host the BMX Bikers to McGinn on Tuesday, October 5th (with a
rain date of October 7th) for the week of respect. The assembly will include grade level appropriate
discussions about anti-bullying and showing respect for each other with responsible choices, along
with bicycle safety. They will arrive at 8am. The shows are scheduled for grades K-2 from
9:00-9:45 and grades 3-4 from 10:00-10:45. During the show they will play a game called “name
that trick” and a handful of students will win posters from that game.

Walk to School Day - Walk to School Day is set for Thursday, October 6th. Like in the past we will
start to congregate at the parking lot on Temple Way (closer to the park), Trenton, and the back path.
VP Programming to supply signs and take pictures. Town Councilman/McGinn parent Matt Adams
will be joining us again this year.
IHM Food Pantry/Shared Lunches -

- Christine Scordato and Kim Roost will take the lead on our Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM)
food bank collection monthly this year. The 1st one is scheduled to run from Monday, October
17th through Thursday, October 20th. McGinn families will have the opportunity to donate
non-perishable food items and toiletries to one of several designated locations. Items will be
delivered on Friday, October 21st to the food pantry. Additional upcoming collections are
scheduled for November 14th through the 17th and December 12th through the 15th.

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn


Board Members
President: Susan Pastir
Principal: Dr. Sasha Slocum
Treasurer: Rosalina Walter
VPs of Fundraising: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota
VPs of Programming: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Sullivan Chen
Recording Secretary: Nicole Sharkey
McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George & TBD

McGinn PTA
William J. McGinn Elementary School

1100 Roosevelt Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Phone: (908) 233-7950
Fax: (908) 233-6766

SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

- Sara Taner and Joanna Flavin have volunteered to help bring back Sharing Lunches. They will
be using Plainfield Salvation Army. The collection days will be the 1st Tuesday of each month.
One week before each collection day, they will affix tags to lunch bags to be given to each
teacher.  They’ll then collect & check all the bags at McGinn and drive it all to Plainfield.

Coat Drive - McGinn will be hosting a coat drive from November 16th through November 18th. Kelly
Sacchetti is working with the Union County Council for Young Children (UCCYC) to accept donations
from McGinn families.

Author Visit - McGinn’s author visit is scheduled for Monday, December 5th. The committee, in
conjunction with Mr. Lohn in the spring, selected Lesa Cline Ransome to visit McGinn. A contract has
already been signed and Lesa will book her own travel. Meaghan Eschbacher and Sarah Breivogel will
start looking at books, connect with an independent book store to see about book availability, start the
flyer, determine deadline for ordering, etc. The committee would like to design a flyer for school
handout, as in prior years.

Toy Drive - McGinn will be hosting a one-day toy drive on Friday, December 2nd. Kelly Sacchetti is
working with Union County Council for Young Children (UCCYC) via Second Chance Toys to accept
donations from McGinn families..

FURTHER OUT EVENTS 

Fourth Grade Activities – Celebration of Learning 
This year Nicole Sharkey, Karen Chen, and Janelle Timbie are in charge of the committee for Fourth
Grade activities.   Sub committee positions have been appointed and accepted.

Parental Consent Forms and Parent Volunteer Interest Forms were shared on Sunday, September 18th.
They are currently gathering those responses from families as well as payment. They are working with
Dina Lindner to finalize the logo and t-shirt which will be shared in the coming days to receive approval
from Dr. Slocum. All of the subcommittee chair spots are filled and they will start planning for Service
Learning Projects to begin in November and will reach out to the 4th grade teachers in the coming weeks
to coordinate. The 4th Grade Volunteer Meeting is on the calendar for Monday, October 24th.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report: Karen Sullivan Chen

● Room parent notifications are going out this week.
● An information packet will be sent out and we will hold a mandatory meeting on Monday Oct

3rd, at 7:30pm in the Media Center, to go through it together and answer any questions.
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McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George

Amy was not able to attend this evening. She said she would have an additional teacher liaison soon.

Unfinished Business/New Business/Announcements:

Dara Eisenstein commended Susan on doing “an amazing job.”

Adjournment: 7:57pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Nicole Sharkey
Recording Secretary
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McGinn PTA
Formal Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, September 21st, 2022 at 7:00pm

Item

Welcome, Sign in, Review of previous meeting minutes

Principal’s Report

President’s Report

Treasurer’s Presentation

VP of Fundraising Report

VP of Programming Report

PTA Correspondence Report

McGinn Staff Representative’s Report

Unfinished business, New business, Announcements

Approval of previous meeting minutes

Adjournment

Speaker

Susan Pastir

Dr. Slocum

Susan Pastir

Rosalina Walter

Dara Eisenstein & Ana
Mota

Shannyn Johnston &
Sonal Agrahari

Karen Sullivan Chen

Amy George

Various

Various

Susan Pastir

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn


Board Members
President: Susan Pastir
Principal: Dr. Sasha Slocum
Treasurer: Rosalina Walter
VPs of Fundraising: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota
VPs of Programming: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Sullivan Chen
Recording Secretary: Nicole Sharkey
McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George & TBD

McGinn PTA
William J. McGinn Elementary School

1100 Roosevelt Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Phone: (908) 233-7950
Fax: (908) 233-6766

SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn


Board Members
President: Susan Pastir
Principal: Dr. Sasha Slocum
Treasurer: Rosalina Walter
VPs of Fundraising: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota
VPs of Programming: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Sullivan Chen
Recording Secretary: Nicole Sharkey
McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George & TBD

McGinn PTA
William J. McGinn Elementary School

1100 Roosevelt Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Phone: (908) 233-7950
Fax: (908) 233-6766

SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn


Board Members
President: Susan Pastir
Principal: Dr. Sasha Slocum
Treasurer: Rosalina Walter
VPs of Fundraising: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota
VPs of Programming: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Sullivan Chen
Recording Secretary: Nicole Sharkey
McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George & TBD

McGinn PTA
William J. McGinn Elementary School

1100 Roosevelt Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Phone: (908) 233-7950
Fax: (908) 233-6766

SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn


Board Members
President: Susan Pastir
Principal: Dr. Sasha Slocum
Treasurer: Rosalina Walter
VPs of Fundraising: Dara Eisenstein & Ana Mota
VPs of Programming: Shannyn Johnston & Sonal Agrahari
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Sullivan Chen
Recording Secretary: Nicole Sharkey
McGinn Staff Representatives: Amy George & TBD

McGinn PTA
William J. McGinn Elementary School

1100 Roosevelt Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Phone: (908) 233-7950
Fax: (908) 233-6766

SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

mailto:SusanMcGinnPTA@gmail.com
https://www.spfk12.org/McGinn

